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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. PALAZZO). 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend from Colorado for the 
time and for his positive comments, as 
well as Mrs. TORRES, in support of H.R. 
2615. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 2615, 
the Gulf Islands National Seashore 
Land Exchange Act. 

The Gulf Islands National Seashore is 
a national park that draws millions of 
visitors to the islands in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore includes the Mis-
sissippi barrier islands of Petit Bois, 
Horn, East and West Ship, and Cat, as 
well as the Davis Bayou Area. 

I am proud to have this important 
park and its natural beaches, historic 
sites, and wildlife sanctuaries within 
my district. 

The Gulf Islands National Seashore 
has been a part of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast community since Congress estab-
lished the park in 1971. Since that es-
tablishment, the Gulf Islands National 
Seashore has worked closely with the 
Mark Seymour Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 5699. In fact, the post has 
shared a road with the seashore for the 
better part of the last 30 years. 

The Gulf Islands National Seashore 
Land Exchange Act would make per-
manent a 30-year easement that has 
provided an access road and driveway 
for the VFW. In exchange, the VFW 
will give the Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore some of its acreage, which also 
includes valuable wetlands. 

The Gulf Islands National Seashore 
and the Mark Seymour VFW Post 
strongly support this land exchange, 
but the Department of the Interior 
needs congressional approval before it 
can make the land exchange official. 
That is why, Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
the House to pass this bill as a suspen-
sion vote. 

I would also like to thank the sub-
committee chairman, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, 
as well as Chairman BISHOP and the 
Committee on Natural Resources for 
their support and help in bringing this 
bill to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, this is also a non-
controversial bill, and I urge the Sen-
ate to pass it without delay. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2615. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

SANTA YNEZ BAND OF CHUMASH 
INDIANS LAND AFFIRMATION 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1491) to reaffirm the action of the 
Secretary of the Interior to take land 
into trust for the benefit of the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indi-
ans, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1491 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians Land Affirmation 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) On October 13, 2017, the General Council 

of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
voted to approve the Memorandum of Agree-
ment between the County of Santa Barbara 
and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indi-
ans regarding the approximately 1,427.28 
acres of land, commonly known as Camp 4, 
and authorized the Tribal Chairman to sign 
the Memorandum of Agreement. 

(2) On October 31, 2017, the Board of Super-
visors for the County of Santa Barbara ap-
proved the Memorandum of Agreement on 
Camp 4 and authorized the Chair to sign the 
Memorandum of Agreement. 

(3) The Secretary of the Interior approved 
the Memorandum of Agreement pursuant to 
section 2103 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 81). 
SEC. 3. REAFFIRMATION OF STATUS AND AC-

TIONS. 
(a) RATIFICATION OF TRUST STATUS.—The 

action taken by the Secretary on January 20, 
2017, to place approximately 1,427.28 acres of 
land located in Santa Barbara County, Cali-
fornia, into trust for the benefit of the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is hereby 
ratified and confirmed as if that action had 
been taken under a Federal law specifically 
authorizing or directing that action. 

(b) RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS OF THE SEC-
RETARY.—The actions taken by the Sec-
retary to assume jurisdiction over the ap-
peals relating to the fee-to-trust acquisition 
of approximately 1,427.28 acres in Santa Bar-
bara County, California, on January 30, 2015, 
is hereby ratified and confirmed as if that 
action had been taken under a Federal law 
specifically authorizing or directing that ac-
tion. 

(c) RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS OF THE SEC-
RETARY.—The actions taken by the Sec-
retary to dismiss the appeals relating to the 
fee-to-trust acquisition of approximately 
1,427.28 acres in Santa Barbara County, Cali-
fornia, on January 19, 2017, is hereby ratified 
and confirmed as if that action had been 
taken under a Federal law specifically au-
thorizing or directing that action. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The land placed into 

trust for the benefit of the Santa Ynez Band 
of Chumash Indians by the Secretary of the 
Interior on January 20, 2017, shall be a part 
of the Santa Ynez Indian Reservation and 
administered in accordance with the laws 
and regulations generally applicable to the 
land held in trust by the United States for an 
Indian tribe. 

(2) EFFECT.—For purposes of certain Cali-
fornia State laws (including the California 
Land Conservation Act of 1965, Government 
Code Section 51200, et seq.), placing the land 

described in subsection (b) into trust shall 
remove any restrictions on the property pur-
suant to California Government Code Sec-
tion 51295 or any other provision of such Act. 

(e) LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF LANDS TRANS-
FERRED.—The lands to be transferred pursu-
ant to this Act are described as follows: 

Legal Land Description/Site Location:Real 
property in the unincorporated area of the 
County of Santa Barbara, State of Cali-
fornia, described as follows: PARCEL 1: 
(APN: 141-121-51 AND PORTION OF APN 141- 
140-10)LOTS 9 THROUGH 18, INCLUSIVE, OF 
TRACT 18, IN THE COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS 
SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOWING THE SUB-
DIVISIONS OF THE CANADA DE LOS 
PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO, FILED IN 
RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY. 
THIS LEGAL IS MADE PURSUANT TO 
THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE OF COM-
PLIANCE RECORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001 
AS INSTRUMENT NO. 01-105580 OF OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS. PARCEL 2: (PORTION OF 
APN: 141-140-10)LOTS 1 THROUGH 12, IN-
CLUSIVE, OF TRACT 24, IN THE COUNTY 
OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA, AS SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOW-
ING THE SUBDIVISIONS OF THE CANADA 
DE LOS PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO, 
FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF 
SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL IS MADE PUR-
SUANT TO THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE 
OF COMPLIANCE RECORDED DECEMBER 
5, 2001 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 01-105581 OF 
OFFICIAL RECORDS. PARCEL 3: (POR-
TIONS OF APNS: 141-230-23 AND 141-140- 
10)LOTS 19 AND 20 OF TRACT 18 AND THAT 
PORTION OF LOTS 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, AND 15 
THROUGH 20, INCLUSIVE, OF TRACT 16, IN 
THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS SHOWN ON 
THE MAP SHOWING THE SUBDIVISIONS 
OF THE CANADA DE LOS PINOS OR COL-
LEGE RANCHO, FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP 
4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RE-
CORDER OF SAID COUNTY, THAT LIES 
NORTHEASTERLY OF THE NORTHEAST-
ERLY LINE OF THE LAND GRANTED TO 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA BY AN EX-
ECUTOR’S DEED RECORDED APRIL 2, 1968 
IN BOOK 2227, PAGE 136 OF OFFICIAL 
RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL 
IS MADE PURSUANT TO THAT CERTAIN 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE RE-
CORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001 AS INSTRU-
MENT NO. 01-105582 OF OFFICIAL 
RECORDS. PARCEL 4: (APN: 141-240-02 AND 
PORTION OF APN: 141-140-10)LOTS 1 
THROUGH 12, INCLUSIVE, OF TRACT 25, IN 
THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS SHOWN ON 
THE MAP SHOWING THE SUBDIVISIONS 
OF THE CANADA DE LOS PINOS OR COL-
LEGE RANCHO, FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP 
4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RE-
CORDER OF SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL IS 
MADE PURSUANT TO THAT CERTAIN 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE RE-
CORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001 AS INSTRU-
MENT NO. 01-105583 OF OFFICIAL 
RECORDS. PARCEL 5: (PORTION OF APN: 
141-230-23)THAT PORTION OF LOTS 3 AND 6 
OF TRACT 16, IN THE COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS 
SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOWING THE SUB-
DIVISIONS OF THE CANADA DE LOS 
PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO, FILED IN 
RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY, 
THAT LIES NORTHEASTERLY OF THE 
NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF THE LAND 
GRANTED TO THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA BY AN EXECUTOR’S DEED RE-
CORDED APRIL 2, 1968 IN BOOK 2227, PAGE 
136 OF OFFICIAL RECORDS OF SAID 
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COUNTY.THIS LEGAL IS MADE PURSU-
ANT TO THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE OF 
COMPLIANCE RECORDED DECEMBER 5, 
2001 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 01-105584 OF OF-
FICIAL RECORDS. 

(f) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall— 

(1) enlarge, impair, or otherwise affect any 
right or claim of the Tribe to any land or in-
terest in land that is in existence before the 
date of the enactment of this Act; 

(2) affect any water right of the Tribe in 
existence before the date of the enactment of 
this Act; or 

(3) terminate or limit any access in any 
way to any right-of-way or right-of-use 
issued, granted, or permitted before the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(g) RESTRICTED USE OF TRANSFERRED 
LANDS.—The Tribe may not conduct, on the 
land described in subsection (b) taken into 
trust for the Tribe pursuant to this Act, 
gaming activities— 

(1) as a matter of claimed inherent author-
ity; or 

(2) under any Federal law, including the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701 
et seq.) and regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary or the National Indian Gaming 
Commission under that Act. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
section: 

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(2) TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Tribe’’ means the 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indi-
ans. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

1491, which would reaffirm the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs’ action placing ap-
proximately 1,400 acres of land known 
as Camp 4 into a trust for the benefit of 
the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mis-
sion Indians in Santa Barbara County, 
California. 

The Chumash Tribe has about 140 en-
rolled members with a 138-acre reserva-
tion in Santa Ynez, California. The 
Tribe constructed a casino and hotel 
resort on its reservation pursuant to 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, 
which has lifted the Tribe from historic 
poverty to economic success. 

With other private investments in 
the region, the Tribe has become one of 
the largest employers in Santa Barbara 
County. 

In 2010, the Tribe purchased a 1,400- 
acre tract of land known as Camp 4, lo-
cated about 2 miles from the reserva-
tion in an unincorporated area of 
Santa Barbara County, from the Fess 

Parker estate. The Tribe has testified 
that it intends to use Camp 4 for suit-
able Tribal housing for its current and 
future members. At present, the land-
scape of Camp 4 is mainly agricultural. 

In 2014, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
approved an application filed by the 
Tribe to place Camp 4 in trust under 
the agency’s regulatory procedures. 
However, the title had not been trans-
ferred to the United States pending the 
resolution of an administrative appeal 
filed by Santa Barbara County and pri-
vate citizens. 

On January 17, 2017, the Department 
of the Interior dismissed pending ap-
peals of the application and affirmed 
the 2014 decision. 

Despite the dismissal of the appeals, 
the Tribe and the County of Santa Bar-
bara continued work to address con-
cerns with the trust acquisition. On 
November 1, 2017, the Tribe and county 
entered into a long-term memorandum 
of agreement to protect the mutual in-
terests of both the Tribe and the coun-
ty. The bill, as amended, includes a ref-
erence to this agreement and support 
of the County of Santa Barbara. 

I would like to thank the sponsor of 
this bill, the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Indian, Insular and Alas-
ka Native Affairs, Mr. LAMALFA, for 
his hard work on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, passage of H.R. 1491, 

which I am proud to cosponsor, will 
clear the way for the Santa Ynez Band 
of Chumash Indians to finally provide 
additional Tribal housing for their 
members. Only 17 percent of Tribal 
members and lineal descendants live in 
Tribal housing. 

In 2010, the Tribe purchased approxi-
mately 1,400 acres of ancestral land in 
an effort to provide suitable housing 
for the Tribe’s members and their de-
scendants. 

b 1645 

Even though this land was taken into 
trust administratively in January of 
this year, a number of parties continue 
to file lawsuits appealing the decision. 

The Chumash leadership has been 
forthcoming in their desire to acquire 
this land only for additional Tribal 
housing, and they have attempted to be 
good neighbors by engaging local elect-
ed officials and groups to mitigate any 
and all concerns. 

It is a shame that it has almost 
taken a decade for this issue to be re-
solved, but we are now at a point where 
we can finally put an end to this proc-
ess. Passage of H.R. 1491 will reinforce 
the Secretarial decision that put the 
land in trust and will also incorporate 
a memorandum of agreement between 
the Chumash Tribe and the Santa Bar-
bara County Board of Supervisors in 
relation to the land. 

I congratulate the Chumash leader-
ship for their work and persistence on 

this issue, and I thank the Santa Bar-
bara County Board Supervisors for 
coming to this agreement. I also thank 
my friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia, Chairman LAMALFA, for car-
rying this legislation, not giving up on 
it, and moving it forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA). 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, I am very pleased to speak on this 
bill here tonight. I am so proud of the 
effort to work in a bipartisan nature 
with my colleague and friend, the 
ranking member, Mrs. TORRES, as well 
as all the members of the committee. 
We have had such overwhelming sup-
port to move this bill along. 

Mr. Speaker, indeed, this is a cul-
mination of a lot of strong, bipartisan 
effort here in the committee as well as 
the community itself, which sought 
consensus during the several years that 
I have been involved with this legisla-
tion and now as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Indian, Insular, and 
Alaska Native Affairs. We have seen 
the local consensus that has been built 
with the local government, the Tribe, 
and my colleagues on the committee. 

With the inclusion of language ref-
erencing the local agreement, the bill 
is supported by the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians; the County of Santa 
Barbara; and the region’s representa-
tive, my colleague, Representative 
SALUD CARBAJAL, and was reported out 
of the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee by unanimous consent on Sep-
tember 17, 2017. 

Located in Santa Barbara County for 
thousands of years, as was pointed out 
by my colleagues, the recorded history 
of the Chumash reaches back to the 
earliest arrival of Europeans in Cali-
fornia, when Spanish explorer Cabrillo 
recorded his encounters with the 
Chumash in 1542. They had a long and 
unbroken connection to the Camp 4 
parcel, which is located very close to 
their current reservation. 

In the early 1800s, the Chumash be-
came wards of the Spanish mission in 
Santa Ynez, which included Camp 4, 
and later, the Mexican Governor grant-
ed lands to Chumash members, which 
also included Camp 4. The commission 
created by the Mission Relief Act of 
1891 recognized that the Tribe contin-
ued to reside in the Santa Ynez and 
Camp 4 area, though only 99 acres were 
ultimately taken into trust for the 
Chumash at the time, which is a fairly 
common problem for many Tribes. 

With the various things that have 
happened to them, such as 
derecognition and decertification over 
the years, tribes end up on very small, 
narrow parcels of land that make it 
very difficult for them to grow and 
prosper. So today, partly because of 
that, the Chumash face a significant 
housing crisis, as was pointed out, and 
fewer than 17 percent of their members 
and descendants are able to reside on 
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the Tribe’s existing reservation, which 
consists largely of hillsides, wetlands, 
and streambeds unsuitable for housing. 

To address the housing shortage, the 
Chumash used their own resources to 
purchase the Camp 4 parcel, with the 
intent of constructing homes for their 
members. They applied to take Camp 4 
into trust administratively, and after 
conducting a thorough public process, 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs issued a 
decision in December of 2014. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman from California an addi-
tional 2 minutes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. The Department of 
the Interior then completed the fee-to- 
trust process in January of 2017. In-
deed, this is ongoing. 

On October 31, the county ratified an 
agreement with the Chumash, ensuring 
that any impacts of Camp 4 housing on 
local infrastructure and other re-
sources would be addressed, and the 
Department of the Interior approved 
this agreement on the same day. 

In order to enable the Chumash to 
address their housing crisis and ensure 
any impacts to local governments are 
addressed, H.R. 1491 takes the following 
actions: 

It affirms and ratifies the action of 
the Department of the Interior to take 
the Camp 4 parcel into trust on Janu-
ary 19, 2017. 

It codifies references to the 
Chumash-county agreement ratified by 
Santa Barbara County on October 31, 
2017, addressing impacts to local infra-
structure and services. 

By request of the Chumash, it pro-
hibits the operation of gaming facili-
ties on the Camp 4 parcel. 

It protects and respects rights-of-way 
also held by local stakeholders. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill represents, 
again, the culmination of years of ef-
fort on the part of the Chumash, the 
county, the committee, and Congress 
to ensure that the concerns of all 
stakeholders were addressed fairly 
through a local process and reaching a 
consensus with the Tribe and the coun-
ty that we sought from the beginning. 
Indeed, as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Indian, Insular, and 
Alaska Native Affairs, I believe this 
agreement is the outcome of good faith 
negotiations by all parties and should 
be considered a model for maintaining 
positive working relationships between 
tribal and local governments. 

I urge all Members to support this bi-
partisan, noncontroversial measure. 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, as the Mem-
ber of Congress representing the ‘‘Camp 4’’ 
property addressed in H.R. 1491, which would 
reaffirm the action of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to take land into trust for the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Mission Indians, I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my sup-

port for the amended version of the bill under 
consideration today which incorporates the re-
cently completed local agreement between 
Santa Barbara County and the Chumash 
Tribe. 

I have a unique perspective on this issue, 
having previously served as a Santa Barbara 
County Supervisor for twelve years. During my 
tenure, the issue of Camp 4 was deliberated 
before the Board of Supervisors on several 
occasions. During those discussions, I was 
one of the first elected officials to consistently 
call for direct government-to-government dis-
cussions between the Chumash Tribe and the 
County. I am pleased to see that those ensu-
ing negotiations have now resulted in an 
agreement that addresses the Tribe’s well 
documented need for tribal housing while pro-
viding for important mitigations to address po-
tential impacts on public views, traffic, local 
tax revenues, and the natural environment. 

I believe that the locally negotiated agree-
ment concerning Camp 4 between the Tribe 
and the County, which is incorporated in to-
day’s amended version of H.R. 1491, is in the 
best interest of my constituents and is an im-
portant step toward establishing a long-term 
collaborative relationship between all parties 
involved. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1491, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST 
LAND EXCHANGE ACT OF 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3115) to provide for a land ex-
change involving Federal land in the 
Superior National Forest in Minnesota 
acquired by the Secretary of Agri-
culture through the Weeks Law, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3115 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Superior National Forest Land Exchange 
Act of 2017’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Purpose and need for NorthMet Land 

Exchange. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
Sec. 4. NorthMet Land Exchange. 
Sec. 5. Valuation of NorthMet Land Exchange. 
Sec. 6. Maps and legal descriptions. 
Sec. 7. Post-exchange land management. 
Sec. 8. Miscellaneous provisions. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR NORTHMET 

LAND EXCHANGE. 
(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act to 

further the public interest by consummating the 
NorthMet Land Exchange as specifically set 
forth in this Act. 

(b) NEED.—According to the Final Record of 
Decision, the NorthMet Land Exchange is advis-
able and needed because the NorthMet Land 
Exchange will— 

(1) result in a 40-acre net gain in National 
Forest System lands; 

(2) improve the spatial arrangement of Na-
tional Forest System lands by reducing the 
amount of ownership boundaries to be managed 
by 33 miles; 

(3) improve management effectiveness by ex-
changing isolated Federal lands with no public 
overland access for non-Federal lands that will 
have public overland access and be accessible 
and open to public use and enjoyment; 

(4) result in Federal cost savings by elimi-
nating certain easements and their associated 
administration costs; 

(5) meet several of the priorities identified in 
the land and resource management plan for Su-
perior National Forest to protect and manage 
administratively or congressionally designated, 
unique, proposed, or recommended areas, in-
cluding acquisition of 307 acres of land to the 
administratively proposed candidate Research 
Natural Areas, which are managed by pre-
serving and maintaining areas for ecological re-
search, observation, genetic conservation, moni-
toring, and educational activities; 

(6) promote more effective land management 
that would meet specific National Forest needs 
for management, including acquisition of over 
6,500 acres of land for new public access, water-
shed protection, ecologically rare habitats, wet-
lands, water frontage, and improved ownership 
patterns; 

(7) convey Federal land generally not needed 
for other Forest resource management objectives, 
because such land is adjacent to intensively de-
veloped private land including ferrous mining 
areas, where abundant mining infrastructure 
and transportation are already in place, includ-
ing— 

(A) a large, intensively developed open pit 
mine lying directly to the north of the Federal 
land; 

(B) a private mine railroad, powerlines, and 
roads lying directly to the south of the Federal 
land; and 

(C) already existing ore processing, milling, 
and tailings facilities located approximately 5 
miles to the west of the Federal land; and 

(8) provide a practical resolution to complex 
issues pertaining to the development of private 
mineral rights underlying the Federal land sur-
face, and thereby avoid potential litigation 
which could adversely impact the status and 
management of the Federal land and other Na-
tional Forest System land acquired under the 
authority of section 6 of the Act of March 1, 
1911 (commonly known as the Weeks Law; 16 
U.S.C. 515). 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COLLECTION AGREEMENTS.—The term ‘‘Col-

lection Agreements’’ means the following agree-
ments between the Secretary and Poly Met per-
taining to the NorthMet Land Exchange: 

(A) The agreement dated August 25, 2015. 
(B) The agreement dated January 15, 2016. 
(2) FEDERAL LAND PARCEL.—The term ‘‘Fed-

eral land parcel’’ means all right, title, and in-
terest of the United States in and to approxi-
mately 6,650 acres of National Forest System 
land, as identified in the Final Record of Deci-
sion, within the Superior National Forest in St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, as generally depicted 
on the map entitled ‘‘Federal Land Parcel– 
NorthMet Land Exchange’’, and dated June 
2017. 

(3) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-Fed-
eral land’’ means all right, title, and interest of 
Poly Met in and to approximately 6,690 acres of 
land in four separate tracts (comprising 10 sepa-
rate land parcels in total) within the Superior 
National Forest to be conveyed to the United 
States by Poly Met in the land exchange as gen-
erally depicted on an overview map entitled 
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